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pointing his hand at the man, he said: "Now,
sir, I have allowed you to have your say, and
you shall hear me in reply. You have traduced
Holy Church, you have broken in upon the
Sanctuary, you have uttered vile and abominable
slanders against the Faith ; and I tell you/' he
added, pausing for an instant with flashing eyes
and marble visage, "I tell you that within three
months you will be a Catholic yourself." He
then turned sharply on his heel and went on
with his preparations. The man was utterly
discomfited; he made as though he would
speak, but was unable to find words; he looked
round, and eventually slunk out of the sacristy
in silence.
One of those present ventured to ask Manning
afterwards about the strange scene. " Had the
Cardinal," he inquired, " any sudden premonition
that the man himself would adopt the Faith in
so short a time ? " Manning smiled indulgently,
putting his hand on the other's shoulder, and
said: " Ah, my dear friend, who shall say ? You
see, it was a very awkward moment, and I had to
deal with the situation as I best could."
That was an instance of supreme presence of
mind and great dramatic force ; but one is not
sure whether it was a wholly apostolical method
of handling the position.
But to transfer the question from the ecclesi-
astical region into the region of common life, it